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1 . This application has been examined. Claims 1-15 are pending in this application. 
Claims 4-5, 9-10 and 14-15 are withdrawn from consideration by the Examiner. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner In which the Invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-3, 6-8 and 11-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Ikeno (7,154,617) in view of Holmstead (2004/0024844 A1). 

With regard to claim 1, Ikeno teaches an image processing apparatus (fig. 2, item 

617 or 819) comprising: a communication unit configured to communicate (202) with a 
plurality of information processing apparatuses (e.g. fig. 2,4,5 or 6); a storage unit 
configured to store (222, see also fig. 34) at least one of print jobs transmitted from at 

least one of the plurality of information processing apparatuses and resource data used 

for the print job (see fig. 1, abstract, and col. 2, lines 1-67); a determination device that 

determines when a download start request for resource data has been received by said 

communication device from one of a plurality of information processing apparatuses 
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(see fig. 34), and control device (213) operable to control the communication device to 
inform one of the plurality that downloading of the resource data is not possible (see 
figs. 34 and 35, which depicts how the download data can be accepted or cancelled). 

Ikeno fails to teach to determine whether a print job received by said 
communication device from at least one of the plurality of information processing 
apparatuses exists in said storage device; and a control device operable when the 
received print job exists in said storage device from which said communication device 
has received the download start request for resource data. 

However, Holmstead (in the same field of endeavor "network printing") teaches that 
it is well known in the art at the time of the invention to determine whether a print job 
received by said communication device from at least one of the plurality of information 
processing apparatuses exists in said storage device [reads on [0047,0051] and 
[0053] ; and a control device operable when the received print job exists in said storage 
device and informing the one information processing apparatus from which said 
communication device has received the download start request for resource data that 
downloading of the resource data is not possible (or necessity) (see 0047, 0051 and 
fig. 4, clearly the download is not necessity since the print job already exists in the 
storage of the printing device). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to provide the 
information processing apparatus of Ikeno with the additional means for determining the 
print job exits within the storage in order to download the resources only when the print 
job is not stored in the local memory as suggested by Holmstead in fig. 4, allowing the 
system of Ikeno to receive download resources to the image processing apparatus only 
when the print job is not stored within the apparatus, thereby, reducing the amount of 
data transfer between devices. 
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With regard to claim 2, the limitations of claim 1 are covered by the limitations of claim 
1 above. 

With regard to claim 3, the combination of Ikeno and Holmstead further teaches the 
communication device has informed one of the plurality of information processing 
apparatus that downloading of the resource is not possible, and the control device 
controls said communication device so as not to receive another print job (e.g. see 
abstract, clearly if the print job exists in the storage another print job can be started). 
With regard to claims 6-8, the limitations of claims 6-8 are covered by the limitations of 
Claims 1-3 above. 

With regard to the computer readable medium claims 11-13, the limitations of 
claims 11-13 are covered by the limitations of claims 1-3 above. One of ordinary 
skill in the art will appreciate the matter in which the device as taught by the 
combination of Ikeno and Holmstead can be program to execute the instruction and 
steps as taught above. 

Conclusion 

3. In response to applicant's arguments against the references individually, one cannot 
show nonobviousness by attacking references individually where the rejections are 
based on combinations of references. See In re Keller, 642 F.2d 413, 208 USPQ 871 
(CCPA 1981); In re Merck & Co., 800 F.2d 1091, 231 USPQ 375 (Fed. Cir. 1986). 

Applicant's arguments filed 8/9/08 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. With regard to Applcant's argument that Holmstead does not teach 
preventing downloading of resources when a print job current exists in a storage. 
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Examiner disagrees witli Applicant's conclusion. Examiner asserts that Holmstead 
clearly teaches preventing downloading of resources when a print job current exists in a 
storage (see 0047, 0051, 0053 and fig. 4, clearly the download is not necessity since 
the print job already exists In the storage of the printing device). With regard to 
Applicant's argument that Holmstead's print elements are components of a document 
and do not correspond to a print job, but rather to data used for a print job. Examiner 
disagrees with Applicant's conclusion. Clearly, print elements such as photos, and 
Images (see [0002] of Holmstead) are part of a print job, a print job requires data such 
as photos and images, also Holmstead teaches that print elements can be data such a 
font (see [0019]). 

4. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 

policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 

MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 

TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action Is not 

mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 

shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action Is mailed, and any 

extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 

the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 

than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
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5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gabriel I. Garcia whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
7434. The Examiner can normally be reached Monday-Thursday from 7:30 AM-6:00 
PM. The fax phone number for this group is (571 ) 273-8300. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward L. Coles can be reached on (571) 272-7402. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 

Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should 
be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (571) 272-2600. 

/Gabriel I Garcia/ 

Primary Examiner of Art Unit 2625 
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Gabriel I. Garcia 
Primary Examiner 
December 14, 2009 



